Running head: RECREATIONAL DRUG USE 		1


RECREATIONAL DRUG USE 		2

[bookmark: _GoBack]




Recreational Drug Use
Name
Institutional Affiliation



Recreational Drug Use
Recreational drug use is a topic that has attracted debates in healthcare regarding its moral background. Recreational drug use refers to the permitted use of drugs for reactional purposes. It is usually associated with the idea of gaining pleasure and relaxation from the use of drugs. However, different people have come out to voice their opinions regarding the recreational use of drugs. Some have been of the opinion that the use of drugs for recreational purposes should be banned. The other divides have given their views on why recreational use of drugs should be permitted, and no legal action should be taken against the users and the distributors of these drugs. Despite these arguments, an agreement has not been reached on how this issue should be handled. Governments have tried to put up lenient laws on the kind of drugs that should be permitted and those that should be criminalized. In my view, I believe that the recreational use of drugs should be criminalized since its consequences outweigh the benefits.
Recreational use of drugs is an idea that has been used to find a way of abusing drugs in the pretense of recreational purposes. Some of the drugs that have been considered for recreational purposes are cocaine, heroin, cannabis, alcohol and morphine. These drugs when analyzed shows that one is likely to develop addiction out of long-term use. These recreational drugs give the user some feelings which will push them to use the drugs over and over (Manning, 2013). The indiscriminate use of the drugs can lead to addiction and in some cases dependence on the drug. Addiction has effects that could transform into psychological problems. The use of these drugs for recreation should be abolished since many people will end up getting addicted. Addiction comes with numerous challenges which could see families suffering out of things that could have been controlled through criminalization.
Different philosophers have given their arguments regarding the recreational use of drugs. Most have been of the opinion that the consequences of using these drugs outweigh its benefits. William Paley, a British philosopher, argued that the use of intoxicating drugs harmed our bodies and this should be the primary reason why drugs should not be permitted for recreational purposes (Aldridge, Measham & Williams, 2013). Paley observed that these drugs disqualified men and women from their daily activities. A person who is intoxicated cannot perform his or her duties to expectation. Besides, it shortens life and creates unnecessary conflicts in the family (Aldridge, Measham & Williams, 2013). Recreational drugs are expensive which could lead to wastage of resources that could have otherwise been used for other purposes. These among other reasons provided a solid argument against recreational use of drugs.
Immanuel Kant in his Kantian ethics gave his views against the use of drugs. Kant observed that any use of intoxicative drugs affected or reduced a person to the level that can be equated to that of an animal (Vaughn, 2015). The argument showed that drug use affected our abilities to think rationally something that leads to poor judgement and making of unreasoned decisions. According to Kant, intoxication initially gives people a good feeling that is associated with being more sociable. It is good to be sociable to other people but the more one uses these drugs, the tranquilizing effects eventually makes someone unsociable (Vaughn, 2015). The use of these drugs creates false imagination and freedom which would leave someone desiring for these effects continuously. It is through these feelings that one would eventually become and addict and all the activities and life goal ruined.
Different personalities have come out to defend the recreational use of drugs. The main reasons provided in support of the use of drugs is that it provides pleasure, artistic inspiration, spiritual enlightenment and therapeutic effects. The proponents argue that life is not worth living without obtaining pleasure (Manning, 2013). Human beings are continually in search of pleasure, and the use of these drugs should be supported as it allows humans to derive the pleasure they deserve. The feeling provides an inspiration that allows people to think and focus on their religious obligations. Besides, some of these drugs have therapeutic effects such as cannabis. The positive effects of these drugs should be considered calling for decriminalization of recreational use of drugs.
The arguments presented in support for this topic are misleading. The pursuit of pleasure can give us unrealistic expectations. It is important for people to practice restraint from pursuing pleasure since some outcomes of pleasure can be fatal (Aldridge, Measham & Williams, 2013). However, there is a need to regulate the kind of drugs used for recreational purposes. The government should implement policies that support the use of drugs that do not leave severe impacts to the user. It can be hard to abolish drug use but putting up appropriate laws to curb misuse of drugs should be the priority of the government. 
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